
   

Figure 33‑1. Finding closely related keys from a 
major base key, using a visual model 
If the original key is major: 

 

1. Draw this: 

 

 

 

2. Put the tonic key here:                                    I 

 

 

 

3. Find IV and V and put them in their respective places to the left and right of tonic: 

 

        IV     I   V 

 

 

4. Find all of the relative minor keys and place them beneath each major key: 

 

        IV     I   V 

                  vi of IV     vi vi of V      

 

 Another way to think of step 4 is: 

 

        IV     I   V 

        ii    vi   iii 

 

Here is the method in action for finding all the closely related keys to C major:
 

 

1.   

 

 

 

2.          C  

 

 

 

 

3.        F        C         G 

 

 

 

4.        F             C            G 

        d         a            e 

 


